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The Opossum Plays Dead 



HISS! The opossum tries to scare an enemy. 
If the enemy does not go away, 
the opossum falls down and plays dead. 
When it lies very still, it is playing possum. 
Then an enemy may leave it alone. 

This is a trick that protects the opossum. 
Other animals have unusual ways to get food 
and to keep from being eaten. 
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Other Animals Pretend to Be Dead 



The tiger moth plays dead too. 

But it has another trick. 

When it flops on its side, 

an enemy can see 

the orange color on its body. 

The bright color is a warning. 

It warns that this moth tastes BAD. 
So its enemies stay away. 
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The hognose snake also protects itself by playing dead. 
It rolls over on its back with its mouth wide open. 

his snake is a very good bluffer. It doesn’t move at all. 
But if it is turned over, it will flop on its back again. 









Some Animals Wear 


The pangolin looks like a pinecone. 
It is covered with hard scales. 

When it rolls up into a ball, 
the scales stick out. 
sharp edges that can cut an enemy. 



The scales have 
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Hard Scales or Shells 

The box turtle has a hard shell. 

It can pull its head, legs, and tail 
inside its shell. 

Then the turtle is as safe and snug 
as if it were inside a box. 
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The Hedgehog Changes 
into a Big Pincushion 




like a porcupine. 

Quills are like needles — 

almost as long as your little finger. 

The hedgehog can curl itself into a prickly ball. 
Then even a hungry enemy 
may not attack the hedgehog. 
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These 
Animals 
Puff Up 
Like 
Balloons 


A porcupine fish gulps water 
when there is danger. 

It puffs up, and sharp spines 
stick out all over its body. 

Do you think another fish 
will try to swallow a puffed-up 
porcupine fish? 




This lizard gulps air 
to make its body bigger. 

And a beard pops out 
below its mouth. 

Then the lizard looks so scary 
it may frighten an enemy away 












These Animals Use 
Bad Smells to Keep 
Their Enemies Away 



CATERPILLAR OF A CITRUS SWALLOWTAIL BUTTERFLY 


With its tail raised high, 

the skunk can spray an enemy. 

The spray stings, 

and it smells very, very bad. 

This caterpillar and squash bug 
also give off bad smells. 

Enemies leave these animals alone. 
They smell too bad to eat. 



1 2 










13 







CATERPILLAR OF A HAWK MOTH 



Looking Scary 

If this caterpillar is in danger, 
it bends way back. 

Then it looks like a poisonous snake. 
It cannot bite like a snake. 

But the trick scares its enemies away. 





Tricks 
Moths Play 


This moth looks like a hornet. 

A hornet can sting. 

Animals leave the moth alone, 
because it looks like it can sting. 
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HORNET CLEARWING MQTh 


This moth looks 
like a bumblebee. 

The moth has a fat, fuzzy body 
that fools its enemies. 



bumblebee hawk moth 


Is this a hairy spider 
crawling up a tree trunk? 
Look very carefully, 
and you can see 
the wings of this moth. 


EUGIYPHIS MOTH 




The Cuttlefish 
Has Many Tricks 


When the cuttlefish is resting, 
it looks like a rock. 

Its round shape and light color 
help it hide from enemies. 

Hiding this way is called camouflage. 
Camouflage protects animals 
because it makes them hard to see. 
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As the cuttlefish swims 
through the water, 
it changes color. 

Its color matches the pattern 
of the ocean Hoor. 


The cuttlefish can also change 
its shape. It stretches out 
and makes itself very flat. 

This helps it move faster, 
so it can escape an enemy. 










Some Animals Scare 



□KAO ’LEAF MANTIS 


A red light at the street corner tells you to STOP! 
The red wings of this mantis seem to say STOP too. 
Scientists think some animals use bl ight colors 
to protect themselves. These bright colors 
may help scare away their enemies. 


18 











The ring-necked snake curls up, and the enemy sees the orange tail. 



The bark katydid lifts its wings to show the red color on its back. 



As the crayfish gets ready to fight, it shows the red part of its claws. 
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Some Animals Protect 



These baby fish hide in their mother’s mouth. 
The mother spits them out when it is safe. 

The killdeer is a bird that pretends it is hurt 
to lead an enemy away from its chick. 

The bird drags one wing as if it were broken. 
An enemy will follow because a hurt bird 
is easy to catch. After the bird leads the enemy 
far away, it flies back to its chick. 
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MOUTHBROQDER FISH 
























The Cuckoo Tricks 
the Warbler 

The mother cuckoo waits in a tree 
until the warbler leaves its nest. 
Then the cuckoo lays one big egg 
beside the two warbler eggs. 

When the cuckoo hatches, 
the little warbler brings food 
to the big cuckoo chick. 

The mother cuckoo has tricked 
the warbler into feeding her chick. 




















Leaf-cutting Ants 
Grow Their Food 


These ants carry pieces of leaves 
to their nest underground. 

The ants use the leaves 
to grow a plant called fungus. 
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Fungus is a plant like a mushroom, 
and it grows on the pile of leaves. 
The fuzzy, white fungus 
is the only food the ants ever eat. 





Here comes a cardinal fish. Maybe it is curious, or hungry too. 











The decoy fish raises the fin on its back. 

The fin has marks that look like an eye and the open mouth of a fish 
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A Fish That 


The lrogfish has a fishing pole 
above its mouth. As it waves the pole 
a little fish sees it and swims over. 



Can you guess what happens 

when the little fish swims near the pole? 


Goes Fishing 




A Fish 
That Goes 
Hunting 


Do you see the beetle on the leaf? 

The archerfish can knock the beetle 
off the leaf by shooting drops of water at it. 
This tricky fish uses its tongue 
like a water gun. 
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Some Animals Use Tools 


The chimpanzee sticks a blade of grass into a termite nest. 
Then it eats the termites that bite the grass. 

The sea otter pounds a clam on a rock to open it. 

The grass and rock are tools that help the animals get food. 
Once people did not believe animals used tools. 

Don’t you think these animals played a good trick on people? 
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A WOODPECKER FINCH USES A CACTUS SPINE TO DIG FOR INSECTS 





